with which he tackled both beef and mutton. He took
his leave of her stiffly after dinner, saying in awkward
French:

c< I believe M. Jermyn, who speaks better than I, will be
able to explain to you my intentions and my desires. I am
your very obedient servant."

Whatever Jermyn may have been able to explain, the
reply he received was chilly. Their next meeting did
nothing to improve the girl's opinion of her suitor. His
mother had mentioned some current gossip, and Charles
remarked primly that he did not understand how a happily
married man could want to keep a mistress. If he himself
had a pleasant wife, he declared, he would never so insult
her. Mademoiselle carried into an extremely advanced old
age the conviction that the King of England had been an
exceedingly affected young man.

He was always glad to leave her for the society of Lucy
Barlow or some other woman of more congenial tempera-
ment. But although Puritans were amazed at the corrup-
tion of his moral life, he had comparatively little time for
gallantry or dissipation. Men had to be enlisted for the
great adventure, foreign princes approached for aid, em-
bassies appointed, officers commissioned for mythical ar-
mies. English royalists must be received privately and
encouraged to hold themselves ready to throw off the re-
publican yoke. An enormous mass of papers must be read
bearing on the art of governing England, still a rather
academic subject, but Hyde drove him to it like a school
teacher.

Above all, money must be raised* There were formal ap-
peals for loans to all governments, but the great reliance
was upon the English royalists who still retained some
portion of their estates. Generations of gentle families

61